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Dear families, 

Thank you to all families who were able to attend our recent Acquaint-

ance Night. It is a pleasure to be able to open our classrooms and share 

our practice with you. We hope you were able to learn more about your 

children’s classrooms and the ways in which you can support them at 

home.  

Teachers value the opportunity to share information about their class 

and what learning your children will participate in during the year. Open 

communication between school and home is an important factor for all 

students and we encourage families to maintain regular and supportive 

communication throughout the year.  

Another valuable parent/teacher/child opportunity is through interviews 

which will be offered in early March. Families will be able to book an in-

terview using an online service (details provided as a handout and within 

this week’s newsletter). 

If you were unable to attend Acquaintance Night your child’s handout 

material, such as class information/newsletters, Powerful Learners sum-

mary, Skoolbag and parent interviews online details, will have been sent 

home with your child this week.   

Thank you also to so many of our families who were able to attend our 

AGM. Tracey Davies shared information from our 2017 Annual Report, 

celebrated our most recent progress and results and reminded us of the 

importance of growth for every learner at our school. Elliot Keane, Gov-

erning Council Chairperson, offered an open invitation to all to partici-

pate as a Governing Council member. We received a number of new 

nominations and expressions of interest and we look forward to a posi-

tive and productive group this year.  

Our school has and is undertaking a number of changes in the yard. This 

week we received some advice from both arborists and DECD Safety 

Regulation staff to remove two gum trees situated in high yard traffic are-

as due to safety concerns. As a result we will be using our new acquired 

tree stumps for an outdoor amphitheatre style classroom as part of an 

upcoming Nature Play redevelopment of this area. They will become an 

important part of our play space and we ask that our families do not re-

move them from our school, thank you.  (continued page 2) 



iPhone/iPad Users – search 
‘Richmond Primary School 
Keswick’ in the App Store. 

Android Users – Search 

‘Richmond Primary Keswick’ 

in Google Play Store. 

(continuation of page 1)  

Our school’s new STEM building upgrade is progressing and it is estimated that we will gain access to 

these classrooms and facilities early Term 2. Once again thank you to Ms. Diana, Ms. Luda, library 

staff, Ms. Baohm, Ms. Alicia, Ms. Alanna, Ms Angela and Ms. Julia for relocation, various disruptions 

and noise tolerance over the past three terms. We truly appreciate your patience and understanding. 

Regards, 

Tracey Davies and Ella Blake 





Parent engagement in education 

Parent engagement in education is about parents and carers, schools and communities working together 

to ensure that every parent can play a positive role in their child's learning, school community, sport, 

and social life. 

Parents and families play an important role in supporting 

their child's education. Research has shown that when 

schools and families work together, children do better, 

stay in school longer, are more engaged with their school 

work, go to school more regularly, behave better, and 

have better social skills. Parent engagement also results in 

longer term economic, social and emotional benefits. The 

Australian Government has many initiatives and resources 

to help parents, schools, and communities work together 

to improve their child's learning. 

To help your child develop their literacy and numeracy 

skills a website, funded by the Australian Government De-

partment of Education and Training has been developed to 

provide activities that reinforce and build on the concepts 

and skills your child will encounter in the classroom.  

We encourage you to visit the website https://

www.education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s-learning which supports the Australian Curriculum 

for primary school, and is child (and parent) friendly. You may browse by your child’s year level, or 

search for a topic, and the website will suggest ideas, activities, games and videos you can use to support 

your child’s learning. 

Pupil Free Days/Closure Day 2018 Richmond Primary School  

Term 1        Term 2 

Friday 9th March (Week 6)     Monday 14th May (Week 3) 

        Tuesday 12th June (Week 7) 

Term 3 

Monday 6th August (Week 3) 

Friday 7th September (Week 7) 

https://www.education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s-learning
https://www.education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s-learning


Narelle Schultz: Pastoral Care Worker (PCW) 

Hello and welcome back to all parents, caregivers and Richmond Primary communi-
ty! I hope you had a refreshing holiday break and are enjoying the exciting and busy 
transition back into work and school life over the first couple of weeks. To those who 
are new to Richmond Primary, I’d particularly like to send warm greetings and intro-
duce myself to those who I have not met. In 2017 I began my role here as Pastoral 
Care Worker (PCW), and over 2017 it has been an honour to get to know the amaz-
ing students, staff, and a number of parents, in this beautiful school.  Below is a brief 
snapshot of the dimensions of my role as PCW.  
 

Pastoral Care Worker (PCW) role 

For many years Pastoral Care Workers (PCWs) have worked in South Australian Government Schools. 
Their work is framed by an agreement between DECD and the Schools Ministry Group (SMG). 
 

The role of a PCW is to offer a unique dimension of care and support to students, families and staff. My 
role includes: 

supporting the school in its aims to be a safe and supportive learning environment.  

supporting the wellbeing of students, staff and families, and  

linking families to community resources and services. 
 

Here at Richmond, I work in close collaboration with Glenn Hart, our Student Wellbeing Leader, to pro-
vide multi-faceted support to students and staff throughout the day. This includes facilitating Social and 
Emotional Learning (SEL) sessions, using programs such as Kimochis, or leading small groups through rele-
vant issues such as friendship, resilience, problem-solving. In addition, I support students through lunch 
clubs, yard time, and meet students for mentoring as needed. Where possible, I am available to teachers 
for extra-curricular events and activities, and love to collaborate with new opportunities.  

 

Some highlights 

Last year was a rewarding foundational time, which included getting to know some wonderful students 
and support their growth in their unique strengths.  A 
large part of my activity at the school involved circle 
time, especially with the lovable Kimochi puppets, run-
ning small groups, lunch clubs, and 1:1 support.   I have 
learned so much from  your children about resilience, 
kindness, courage, and am deeply encouraged by the 
way that so often your children work to bring out the 
best in themselves and  each other. I was thrilled to see 
the progress our enthusiastic students made in our 
lunch knitting club. We are looking forward to building 
on this new skill with an exciting new project this 
year…..watch this space!!! In addition, it has been, and 
is,  very wonderful to work with the amazing staff here,  
who I must say are extremely skilled, knowledgeable, 
passionate and hard-working people, who care deeply 
for your children and for building a thriving community.   
(continued page 7) 
 

 



(continued from page 6) 

This year, I am very excited to work with students on some great community projects, and collaborate 
further with staff to support their own projects with students.  I will be continuing in-class sessions, men-
toring for students, lunch clubs and be available for additional extra-curricular  support. Throughout this 
term, I look forward to providing more information about both broad and specific opportunities within 
the school and wider community, some of which you may even wish to be involved in.  

 

Contact times 

In Term 1, my usual school hours are Mondays 9am-1:30pm and Fridays 9:30am-3pm, however this in-
volves some flexibility to suit school needs such as special events or additional student support. I would 
love to meet you so please do not hesitate to contact me for a coffee or chat at school. There are several 
great times/places to say hello: on Mondays at drop off before school, or Fridays during/after assembly.  I 
also work occasional Wednesday/Friday shifts at afternoon OSHC. Otherwise, please feel free to contact 
me through the school office (08) 8293 1863 should you wish to arrange a time to meet.   
 

I look forward to a wonderful year ahead, supporting and collaborating with you and your children. 
 

Warm regards,  Narelle Schultz, Pastoral Care Worker (PCW) 

 

Swimming Carnival Success 

This week Lincoln, Year 3, shared his swimming med-

als with us. He received 4 medals at a recent swim-

ming meet and we are very proud of his achieve-

ments. Congratulations Lincoln.  

Hello, my name is Rob Cherin, I am the LOTE / Italian 

Teacher at Richmond Primary School. I am looking forward 

to an exciting year of learning and sharing. In summary, Ital-

ian will be taught as a subject in all mainstream classes at 

Richmond Primary School throughout 2018. Students will 

learn the Italian language along with elements of grammar 

and punctuation as per guidelines contained in the Australian 

Curriculum for Foundation / Reception to Year 7.  Students 

will also investigate and report on elements of Italian culture, 

cuisine, the arts, music, geography and history.  

I thank Richmond Primary School Leadership, staff and the 

wider school community for the welcome and valued sup-

port.       Grazie, Rob 
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