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Dear families,
Thank you to all families who were able to attend our recent Acquaintance
Night. It is a pleasure to be able to open our classrooms and share our
practice with you. It is an opportunity to learn more about your children’s
classrooms and the ways in which you can support them at home, which may
include online subscriptions.
Teachers value the opportunity to share information about their class and what learning
your children will participate in during the
year. Successful communication between
school and home is a significant factor for us
all and we encourage regular and supportive
communication throughout the year. If you
were unable to attend Acquaintance Night
your child’s handout material, such as class
information/newsletters, modes of parent/
teacher communication etc. will be
communicated to you this week.
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Each teacher will nominate available 15 min interviews during the period
beginning Monday 4th March and concluding Friday 15th March according to
their availability. IELP classes do not hold interviews at this stage of the year.
Thank you also to so many of our families who were able to attend our
Governing Council AGM. We were able to share information from our 2018
Annual Report, to celebrate our most recent progress and results, and to
remind us of the importance of growth for every learner at our school.
Elliot Keane, Governing Council Chairperson, offered an open invitation to all
to participate as a Governing Council member. We received a number of new
nominations and expressions of interest and we look forward to a positive
and productive group this year. Our next meeting will be Monday 18 th March
at 6pm. Please contact the school if you wish to attend and find out more
about our Governing Council.
Lastly, and as a reminder, we wish to promote safe behaviours on our roads,
as drivers and as pedestrians. Occasionally we witness unsafe practices, both
children and adults, such as proceeding across South Road when the red
pedestrian light is flashing and not using the crossing on Surrey Road. Adults
are important role models in these cases; please help us to promote road
safety to our students also.
Regards,
Ella and Stacey
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Student Information Forms

Student information forms were sent home with students in week 1.
Just a reminder to please check, amend, sign and return these printouts to your class teacher.
Please ensure all is correct, particularly contact phone numbers and medical information. Thank you

Parent engagement in education
Parent engagement in education is about parents and carers, schools and communities working together to ensure that every parent can play a positive role in their child's learning, school community,
sport, and social life.
Parents and families play an important role in supporting their
child's education. Research has shown that when schools and
families work together, children do better, stay in school longer,
are more engaged with their school work, go to school more
regularly, behave better, and have better social skills. Parent engagement also results in longer term economic, social and emotional benefits. The Australian Government has many initiatives
and resources to help parents, schools, and communities work
together to improve their child's learning.
To help your child develop their literacy and numeracy skills a
website, funded by the Australian Government Department of
Education and Training has been developed to provide activities
that reinforce and build on the concepts and skills your child will
encounter in the classroom.
We encourage you to visit the website https://www.education.gov.au/parent-engagement-children-s
-learning which supports the Australian Curriculum for primary school, and is child (and parent)
friendly. You may browse by your child’s year level, or search for a topic, and the website will suggest
ideas, activities, games and videos you can use to support your child’s learning.

IPhone/IPad Users—search ‘Richmond Primary School Keswick’ in tha App Store.
Android Users—Search ‘Richmond Primary School Keswick’ in Google Play.

Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum (KSCPC)

The Department for Education Child protection in schools, early childhood education and care services policy (2015) states that ‘all children and young people in DECD preschools and schools will access the approved child protection curriculum’.
The KSCPC teaches children and young people to recognise abuse, tell a trusted adult, understand
what is appropriate and inappropriate touching and ways of keeping themselves safe.
Themes
The curriculum is based on two main themes which are presented through topics and activities.
Theme 1: We all have the right to be safe
Theme 2: We can help ourselves to be safe by talking to people we trust.
Focus Areas
The two themes are explored through four Focus Areas, which are examined in growing complexity
in accordance with the age of the learners.
The right to be safe
Relationships
Recognising and reporting abuse
Protective strategies.
More information can be found on the KSCPC website: http://tiny.cc/KSCPC-ParentCarerInfo.

Teaching Children about Responsibility
Children who are given opportunities to be responsible for themselves and for particular tasks gain
greater self-confidence and relate more positively to others. At school we encourage children to take
responsibility for their own things and for school property. We also work to develop their responsibility
for their words, their actions and their relationships with others. We know that children will not always
succeed or remember their responsibilities; however, all children improve over time, particularly when
we display our confidence in them and when necessary by providing supportive reminders. Parents
also have many opportunities to help children learn responsibility. Children can be responsible for
cleaning their room, for putting personal possessions away and for caring for family pets. They can also
be given chores that help with the running of the family household, such as helping with cleaning, food
preparation, setting the table, or putting dishes away. Negotiate an achievable responsibility with your
child, ensuring that they understand the contribution that it makes to the family. It is also important to
communicate your confidence in them - that they can complete the task to a good standard. Regardless of how busy your child is with school work or extracurricular activities, every child learns to appreciate others more and to have greater self-pride when given responsibilities around the home. Children who can accept responsibility generally have greater confidence to tackle new tasks and consequently they achieve better results at school.
For further information on:
values and supportive parenting go to:
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/parentingsa/peg85.pdf?v=1489106494
helping children to make responsible decisions go to:
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/mental-health-matters/social-and-emotional-learning/makingdecisions/helping-older-children-choose
responsibility and connectedness go to:
https://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/early-childhood/blog/kanyini-love-responsibility-connectedness
Glenn Hart, Student Wellbeing Leader

FREE Swimming lessons for Migrants - Sea Sure Swim School
Our Sea Sure Swim School project aims to reduce drowning deaths in South Australia
A FREE 6 week swimming course available for 12+ year olds
Course: 6 week program of FREE pool/ocean swimming lessons
Days: Fridays

Age: 12+

Location: Unley Swimming Centre & Seacliff Beach (in front of surf club)

Dates: Unley Swimming Centre: 15th, 22nd Feb, 1st March 2019

Seacliff Beach: 8th, 15th, 22nd March 2019

Times: 5.30pm (mixed youth 12-17yrs & mixed adults group)

6.30pm (female only group & male only group)

Duration: 45 minute lesson, including water safety education

Capacity: 40 participants per hour time slot (10 per group)

Visit the address below for more information
http://www.surflifesavingsa.com.au/news/2019/2/1/free-swimming-lessons-for-migrants-sea-sureswim-school

