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Dear families,
We have experienced some wintery weather of late. Luckily many of us were outdoors recently to witness a beautiful rainbow early one morning, a sign that holidays are approaching perhaps?
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Many teachers have been spending long hours indoors, writing reports in order to
capture each individual student’s learning. Please note, as Italian language lessons
have only recently been introduced to our school, effort, not achievement, will be
assessed at this stage for most year levels. There is an interesting article about
reading your child’s report in our newsletter this week, I hope you find it helpful
when reading, sharing and discussing your child’s progress.
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We have a number of staffing changes pending in Term 3 for a variety of reasons.
Jane Light has accepted a role as a Project Officer and Alanna Hansen and Carol
Jones have chosen to take leave for the remainder of this year. Ryan Harris completes his contract as Year 1/2 class teacher. We thank and wish all of these staff
members well in the next endeavours, wherever this may lead. These changes allow others to accept new roles and we look forward to announcing these changes
next week.
The External School Review report, conducted late Term 1, is now available for all
to read on our school website, https://www.richmondps.sa.edu.au/planningreporting/. It includes our previous directions and their impact, lines of inquiry,
future directions and an analysis of our school performance overview. In summary,
Richmond PS is effectively planning and monitoring processes that raise student
achievement, teacher and leader’s practice continue to build capacity, and we are
providing effective conditions for student learning. It is a very complimentary appraisal!
As with most weeks we have many events planned for next week, including NAIDOC Week celebrations, IELP Graduation, 2040 movie excursion for our older students, Wednesday’s School Photo Day and whole school assembly on Friday, 11.30
am start. We hope you may be able to make it!
Θερμούς χαιρετισμούς (Thermoús chairetismoús)
Ella and Stacey
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Farewell Mrs Light! Congratulations Jane. We are thrilled for you and the new opportunity that lies
ahead.
Jane has accepted a new role as Project Officer, Literacy and Writing Improvement – Brightpath, based at the Education Support Hub building,
working with teachers within schools to improve the teaching and learning
of Writing using the Brightpath online program. It is a 3 year full-time contract. Sherie Redden will be teaching our Year 4 class in a full-time capacity.
Jane wrote; It has been a privilege to work with the staff and students at
Richmond Primary School over the last 5 + years. I've learnt so much from
you all, and thank you for your kindness, encouragement, mentoring and
friendship over the years. This is a high performing site due to your dedication and professional expertise. I have really appreciated being part of such
a talented team of educators! I have been extremely fortunate to have had
such an ideal teaching partner and sincerely thank Sherie for the countless ways in which she has encouraged, supported and inspired me, and our students, during our time together. Lucky me.

Jane is pictured with Diana Harris, accepting a perfectly decorated cake at our farewell morning tea,
Week 7 this term.

Ms Alanna’s leave Term 3 and 4
Alanna started teaching Junior Primary children at Richmond in 2011. She will be remembered for her hard work and dedication, and her commitment to establishing an
environmentally friendly classroom. She had strong beliefs about the importance of
developing foundational skills that would support students with their learning
throughout their schooling. She was dedicated to her students, often here from sunrise until sunset... and that is not an exaggeration!
Her classroom was often described as a well-oiled machine. Alanna plans to use the
leave travelling to visit her children overseas, walking holidays and spending time in

Ms Carol’s Leave Term 3 and 4
Carol started at Richmond in 1996 as Learning Support teacher, changing to EALD teacher in 2001. Under the
leadership of principal Lindy Brooke, Carol took on the role of Literacy Coordinator in 2009. Since then Carol has
been the driving force behind literacy at Richmond Primary helping to make it an Inspire school.
Carol’s deep knowledge of writing and grammar has seen our teacher capacity and student results improve. Carol’s passion for literacy and the way it connects to all areas of the curriculum is evident in her enthusiasm when
planning units of work with all teachers at the beginning of each term.
Carol has made sure teachers are aware of strategies for ESL learners in the mainstream. Carol trained teachers
in the Literacy for Learning course which focuses on EALD strategies. She led Grammar Club after school for staff
to further develop their knowledge around functional grammar. Carol introduced Words Their Way and has passed on her knowledge not only to
the teachers at Richmond but to teachers at many other schools. She is the
first literacy coordinator in SA to use WTW across the school from reception to year 7. Carol introduced LLI (levelled literacy intervention) as part of
guided reading enabling children to work in small groups to improve their
reading.
Carol has ensured all learners have an equal opportunity to develop literacy
skills by using whole school approaches and encouraging a shared language.
Carol has been pivotal in making Richmond the school it is today and we

Drawing lessons from school reports
School reports are a great tool to help you understand how your child is going at school – and they can
be used to start a conversation with your child about their learning. Here are some tips to you help
you analyse and discuss school reports with your child.
Stay positive
When reading your child’s report card, try to emphasise the positive. Praise your child for their improvement and achievements – and try to be specific with your praise. For example, “I’m really
pleased with your progress in science. You have been working so hard and have improved so much
since the beginning of the year”.
Focus on effort, not grades
Try not to focus too much on the grades your child receives. When children are too focussed on their
marks they can develop a ‘grade orientation’ rather than a ‘learning orientation’ – and can become
less likely to enjoy learning and to challenge themselves. Recognise your child’s hard work even if it is
not reflected in their marks. The teacher’s comments can often tell you more about the effort your
child is making at school than the results. For example, “Your teacher says you have really been concentrating in maths this term. I’m proud of you.”
Every child is different
Try not to compare your child’s report to that of an older sibling or friends. Your child is unique and
shines in their own areas. Boost your child’s self-esteem by concentrating on the things they have excelled in, where they have tried hardest and where they have shown the most improvement.
Talk about it
It is a good opportunity to use your child’s report card to talk to your child about how they are feeling
about school. Ask your child what they think about school, their subjects and their report card. If your
child raises any concerns, offer your support to help make a plan to address them. For instance, if your
child wants to improve their maths skills, you can help them to set realistic weekly goals, like setting
aside 10 minutes a day to focus on maths revision.
Valuable learning tool
Your child’s report card is a great indicator of academic areas your child is excelling at and where they
can improve. If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s report or their progress at
school, or if there are any areas where your child needs some support, contact their teacher – they
can tell you what they can do at school to support your child’s learning and how you can help at home.
For more information to assist your child’s learning visit; https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/
drawing-lessons-from-school-reports

