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WELCOME
Dear families,
This week I would like to draw your attention to the virtues of technologies and online
learning, something that was most likely not available to any of us when we attended
primary school! Our memories may be of black boards and white boards, not
interactive televisions. We offer a range of technologies at Richmond Primary School;
please
quiz
your children
about this to
discover more.
Screen
time
can be part of a
healthy
lifestyle.
During school
hours we aim
to
balance
screen
time
with
other
learning
activities such as physical and creative activities, reading, writing, problem solving,
communicating and socialising.

2020 DIARY DATES
TERM 1
March
Mon 2nd – Fri 20thParent Teacher Interviews
Thu 5th
03T State Library Excursion
Friday 6th Year 3-7 Assembly
Mon 9th
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday
Tues 10th Pupil Free Day
Fri 13th
Newsletter
Tue 17th IELP5 Road Safety Excursion
Wed 18th IELP1 Road Safety Excursion
Governing Council Meeting 6 pm
Ride 2 School Day
Fri 20th
Harmony Day Assembly
Tue 24th IELP1 & IELP5 Fire Station Excursion
Wed 25th IELP2 Fire Station Excursion
Fri 27th
Newsletter
Mon 30th-Wed 1st April – Yr. 6/7 Camp
Tue 31st
IELP3 & IELP4 Fire Station Excursion
April
Fri 3rd
Whole School Assembly
Wed 8th
IELP Graduation
Thurs 9th End of Term 2pm dismissal
TERM DATES:
Term 2
27th April - Fri July 3 July
Term 3
Mon 20th July - Fri 25th September
Term 4
Mon 12th Oct - Fri 11th December

In the same manner in which we try to balance screen time at school, you may wish
to reflect on screen time at home. If so, please refer to the helpful guide below;
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/screen-timehealthy-screen-use/healthy-screen-time-6-11-years

PUPIL FREE DAYS (OSHC AVAILABLE)
Tues 10thMarch
Mon 11th May
Fri 4th September- School Closure (Show Day)
Mon 7th September
Fri 30th October

You may be already be familiar with some of the online learning subscriptions we offer
in class and which also extend to at home learning. We have carefully invested in
online educational programs to best suit our students’ learning needs. A complete list
appears in this newsletter; you may be interested to learn more about each one. The
basic premise is that these programs are designed to tailor to each students ‘current
abilities and allow for individual progression. Classroom teachers give relevant log on
and password details to their students according to age and learner appropriateness
With this in mind, we must also consider internet safety. At school, we limit or filter
access to material which is deemed inappropriate. We offer lessons aimed at keeping
cyber safe and have policies and practices in place that promote learning, protection
and safety. You may wish to consider cyber safety at home also;
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
We look forward to the next few weeks when we conduct parent teacher interviews.
It is an opportunity to discuss our core business; your child and the teaching and
learning process. It is hoped that all parents are available to meet with class teachers
in the coming weeks.
To conclude, please be reminded we have a Pupil Free Day, Tuesday March 10 and
Harmony Day Assembly and celebrations on Friday March 20
“All our dreams can come true…if we have the courage to pursue them.” Walt Disney
Kind regards, Ella.
Honesty

♦

Inclusivity

https://www.richmondps.sa.edu.au/
dl.0381.info@schools.sa.edu.au

♦

ENEES
LITTER BUSTERS
Thank you to
these wonderful
litter busters,
pictured, who
are helping to
keep our school
yard tidy. Please
remember to
place your own
rubbish in the
bin which will
allow
these
students to play
a little longer.

Courage

♦

Empathy

SUBSCRIPTIONS AT RICHMOND 2020
Year 3-7 Maths Online
https://www.mathsonline.com.au/
Maths Online tutorials last around 4-9 minutes and present maths
concepts, step-by-step. Interactive questions test the
understanding of key concepts, creating each individual student's
ongoing progress report.
Typing Tournament
https://www.typingtournament.com
A complete 10-finger typing course, ages 6 to adult which
progressively introduces the whole keyboard
Maths Invaders https://www.mathsinvaders.com
A learning system designed to build comprehensive maths
processing power, maths fact fluency and automaticity, ages 5 to
15 and beyond! Times Tables • Addition • Subtraction •
Multiplication • Division • Fractions • Decimals • Percentages •
Numeration • Counting • Squares • Square Roots • Powers •
Directed Numbers and more!
Reading Eggs
https://readingeggs.com.au
Catering for our Junior Primary IELP children; a wonderful tool for
learning English. Learning to read English is made easy and fun
through self-paced, one-on-one lessons that match individual
ability and feature fun characters, wonderful songs and
interactive animations.
Makers Empire https://www.makersempire.com
Accessing 3D Printing for Schools. For all students to learn how to
solve real-world problems with Project-Based Learning and Design
Thinking. Making STEM fun.
Literacy Pro
http://au.scholastic.com/en/literacy-pro
Literacy Pro accurately assesses Year 3-7 students’ reading
comprehension and promotes students' reading growth. Reports
and Lexile quizzes give students feedback and motivate them to
keep on reading.
And some free resources that may also assist your child’s learning
at home.
http://splash.abc.net.au ABC Education brings you thousands of
free, curriculum-linked resources for Primary and Secondary
students and teachers.
https://www.khanacademy.org Khan Academy. Terrific for older
students for online tutorials
STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER – Glenn Hart
Technology, Screen Time and Staying Safe Online
The digital and online world is now a part of
many children’s everyday world. As parents we
can be confronted by a range of concerns
associated with children’s use of technology.
This includes screen time, cyberbullying,
inappropriate content, unwanted contact, gambling, and ingame, app and on-line purchasing. Many parents feel
challenged by these issues and find it difficult to initiate
guidelines and important conversations that will contribute to
the forming of good habits.
A useful source of advice, tips and research-based information
for parents can be found at the government’s e-safety
commissioner’s website: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
Here are some apetising snippets. Please go to the webpages for
further detail.
Screen Time/Time online
 Help your child achieve a healthy balance in their online and
off line activities
 Consider your child’s screen use in the context of their overall
health and wellbeing. For example, is online time getting in
the way of their sleep and exercise? Is it impacting on their
face-to-face connections with family and friends? The

answers to these
questions
will
guide you and
help strike the
right balance of
online and offline
activities for your child.
Signs to watch for:
Signs that your child’s online activity may be having a negative
impact on them or on your family include:
 Less interest in social activities like meeting friends or playing
sport







Tiredness, sleep disturbance, headaches, eye strain
Changes in eating patterns
Reduced personal hygiene
Obsession with particular websites of games
Extreme anger when being asked to take a break from online
activity
 Appearing anxious or irritable when away from the computer
 Becoming withdrawn from friends and family
What to do if you are concerned:
 Stay engaged and encourage balance
 Ask questions and listen
 Explore underlying issues and seek help if necessary
 Help your child manage their time online
 Create a plan
 Set boundaries for digital device use in your home
 Reduce your own screen time and set a positive example
Grooming and bullying through web cam, private messaging or ingame chat:
 Help your child to maintain their privacy
 Be alert to grooming behaviour
 Support your child if they experience on-line bullying
 Use parental controls
 Report where relevant
Gambling themes in on-line games:
Games that feel like gambling or with gambling like elements may
make gambling more familiar and ‘normal’ for young people.
 Be aware of games with gambling-like elements
 Talk to your child about gambling
 Report where relevant
Online purchasing:
 Limit online and in-game purchases
 Use parental controls
 Talk to your child about costs
 Report where relevant
Glenn Hart, Student Wellbeing Leader. 8293 1863
Glenn.Hart977@schools.sa.edu.au

IELP CONNECTIONS

Harmony

Day celebrates
Australia’s cultural diversity. In
schools
we
celebrate
inclusiveness, respect and a
sense of belonging for all
Australians,
from
the
traditional owners of the land
to those who have come from
many countries around the
world.
Harmony Day occurs on 21 March each year and coincides with
the United Nations' International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination.
The ongoing theme of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs.’
Harmony Day is a day of cultural respect for all. By participating
in Harmony Day activities, we can learn and understand how all
Australians equally belong to this nation and enrich it.
Don’t forget to share your ideas with us too.

April 2020 Program
When?

Where?

What?

Wednesday
15 April 2020
9:30am
(registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm
Thursday
16 April 2020
9:30am
(registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

Hahndorf Primary
School
12 Church Street,
HAHNDORF





German Surprises!
Olympics in Japan!
Ngarrindjeri Cultural
Experience

Strathalbyn
R-6 Campus
34 East Terrace,
STRATHALBYN




Come and Learn Auslan!
Indonesian Games: Catch
Me if You Can!
Ngarrindjeri Cultural
Experience

Friday
17 April 2020
9:30am
(registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

Mypolonga Primary
School
William Street,
MYPOLONGA





Tuesday
21 April 2020
9:30am
(registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

School of
Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON

Wednesday
22 April 2020
9:30am
(registration)
10:00am – 3:15pm

School of
Languages
255 Torrens Road,
WEST CROYDON



Come and Learn Auslan!
German Surprises!
A Fun Way of Learning
Indonesian








Olympics in Japan!
Hindi: Experience
Incredible India!
Spanish: Hispanic
Heritage Day

Come and Learn Auslan!
Indonesian: Let’s Play with
Shadows
Ngarrindjeri Cultural
Experience

LIBRARY NEWS

MATHS MADNESS

We are nearly half way through the term and the library has been
very busy with students borrowing, especially the new books.
Hidayah Noor and Joanne Megaw are working in the library again
this year. Come in and say Hello.

More maths madness from Samik

Parents are welcome to come in and borrow books with their
children or by themselves anytime. We are open from 8.30 every
morning until 3.15 in the afternoon (except for Friday when we
close at 3pm). We hope to see you soon!

Congratulations to Angel and AJ who answered last week’s maths
dilemma. Samik has another one ready…
If half of a number is 38, what is twice the number?
Please send in your answers, with your name and class teacher.
Do you have a dilemma for Samik?

LIBRARY COMPETITION
The library is running a low key drawing/design competition for
Years 3 - 7, based on some of the alphabet books they have had
read to them in the library.. Students can design a poster (A4)
using their name and the alphabet, for example J is for Jolly
Joanne or E is for Excellent Ella. There will be a small prize for the
more unusual and interesting ones. See Mrs Megaw in the Library
if you have any questions. Junior Primary will have a competition
next term
Also Scholastic Books is running a Reading Words Challenge. All
the children who are on the program Literacy Pro are invited to
read as many lexiled books as they can and do the associated quiz
until the end of the term. The school with the greatest number of
words read in proportion to the number of students will receive a
$300 Scholastic voucher! Mrs Megaw has the details so start
reading now.
NATIONAL SERVICEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
On Friday Feb 14, Mrs
Blake and Saumi, Army,
Aahana from Ms
Penny’s class attended
a special service and
presentation at the
National Servicemen’s
Association, Surrey
Road.
Barry Presgrave, NSA
President, and Mayor
Michael Coxon spoke
about the memorial
development and rose
gardens; in particular
the successful

relationship of Richmond
Primary School
community and the NSA.
We look forward to
continuing our
relationship with the
many National
Servicemen members as
we recognise this to be
an important link to our
nations’ history.

ICEBLOCK SUCCESS
Thank you to everyone who bought an ice block last week.
We raised $225 towards our camp To Wallaroo later this term.
Thanks for your support.

READING AT HOME

Information for parents/carers and families
You and your family can make a real difference in helping your child learn to read, while also supporting your child’s
classroom reading program.
What will be happening at school?
Teachers focus a lot on developing children’s language, including
their early reading and writing. They support children to develop
a good vocabulary and the language they will need to become
successful early readers.
This year R-2 staff are engaging in the Big 6 training, as expanded
on in the previous newsletter.
Once children have learned some letters, they learn to sound
them out and blend them together. This is called phonics.
Phonics works by breaking most words down into their
individual sounds. Once children have mastered the 44 sounds,
they can read hundreds of words and make remarkably quick
progress in their reading. In English, there are also a few words,
used quite often, that can’t be sounded out like this. These are
words that children need to learn and practise.
Teachers use a very methodical way to teach phonics to children.
They check children’s progress regularly, including using
screening tools as well as the Phonics screening check in Year 1.
Teachers often use phonics in listening and writing activities as
well. For example, students may be encouraged to spell the way
they hear the letters (phonetically) before they spell the words
correctly. This helps them to understand how words are made
up of sounds and that different letters combine to make certain
sounds.
How can you support your child with reading?
Take the time to read to your child on a regular basis, such as
at bedtime or after a snack when they come home from
school. If possible, provide a quiet place with no distractions
so they can focus on the book. Try not to rush this special time
with your child, as making reading fun is vital and children can
learn new words in context.
Reading to your child helps them to hear the language written
in books and learn how to take in new information. Stories also
introduce them to new and unfamiliar situations. Children who
are read to at home—or read at home themselves—even if just
for a few minutes every day, can make far greater progress than
those who do not.
Teachers will choose if / when your child brings home books
and at what level. Early on, teachers may only send home
books for you to read to your child.
You’re welcome to use our Library before or after school to
access books to sit and read to your child!
Teachers may also give your child individual letters, words or
sentences to practise reading. Later, they may send readers
home for your child to read to you. These readers will contain
words that they learning to ‘sound out’ at school. You may
notice that their readers have a limited vocabulary. This is
because, in the early stages of learning to read, words need to
follow regular sound-symbol patterns (consonant, vowel then
consonant or cvc for short), like dog, fan and hop. In the
classroom, children are taught to work out the words for
themselves: with practise, their reading will get better and
they will become faster and more confident.

Learning to read can be very hard work for some young
readers. Give your child plenty of time to sound out the
letters and blend them into words. In the long run this hard
work will pay off as they practise and recognise the letter
patterns so that this becomes their key way of learning to
read.
Some words can’t be sounded out because they don’t fit
with the normal letter-sound patterns: words like you, said,
could and some. We use many of these ‘tricky words’
frequently. Teachers may give your child lists of these words
to take home to practise and you will find some in your
child’s readers. Your child’s reading will improve the more
they practise these tricky words. Rather than guessing words
from a picture, be patient if your child stumbles over a tricky
word that can’t be sounded out. Simply give them the word
and ask them to repeat it several times until they can
remember it.
Understanding what is read and reading for meaning is also
KEY! Comprehension of what is being read, including an
accurate retell of what has happened in a story is imperative
to the development of good readers.
Is there anything else I can do at home?
Children’s language will develop more quickly if you and your
family share stories from an early age.
 Extend their language by asking them to talk about
what they have seen heard or done.
 When reading books together, talk about what is
happening in the story.
 You could ask them to predict what might happen
next. The ‘five Ws’ can be useful: who, what, where,
when and why.
Before children bring home ‘readers’, parents and older family
members can play a very important role in helping children to
see the links between books, stories and what happens in real
life. For example, while reading. Cinderella, you could talk about
the similarities between a ball and a birthday party.
Simply talking to children about different or unusual words helps
to develop their curiosity about language and the sounds within
words. You can encourage this by playing creative word and
sound games, or by singing nursery rhymes and songs, and by
introducing special names, for example, the names of different
dinosaurs.
Join a local library and read to your child. When selecting
books to read to your child, choose topics that your child is
genuinely interested in. You can find a good selection of
reading material on the Premier’s Reading Challenge website
(www.prc.sa.edu.au) and The Little Big Book Club site
(www.thelittlebigbookclub.com.au/).
If you want more specific reading and phonics activities, please
attend to any homework set by your child’s teacher, or keep an
eye out for more information in future newsletters.

MUSIC: THE KEYS TO LANGUAGE AND READING
Presenter: Dr Anita Collins
In our fourth annual symposium co-presented by Musica Viva,
ASME and the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, we are
delighted to welcome back Dr Anita Collins, internationally
recognised educator, researcher and writer in the field of
brain development and music learning.
Recent neuroscientific research has revealed the incredible
relationship between music and language learning. Music and
language processing share multiple neural networks in the
young child’s brain and indeed music is our first language. The
same research has examined the powerful and effective use
of music learning to improve language acquisition through to
reading fluently. Music is particularly successful in improving
neural connectivity and may support the literacy levels of
delayed readers, children with dyslexia and children whose
reading is poor due to attention issues such as ADHD.
Come along to this symposium to:
 learn more about the music and language connection
 put into practice effective strategies based on research
findings
Date: Saturday 14 March 2020
Time: 8:30am – 12:30pm
Cost: $50
Location: Thebarton Community Centre, South Rd & Ashwin
Parade, Torrensville SA 5031
Suitability: Primary classroom teachers, music specialists,
teaching undergraduates, primary school leaders and parents
Go to: https://musicaviva.com.au/music-keys-language-andreading/ to book.

NATIONAL RIDE 2 SCHOOL DAY – 18TH MARCH 2020

National

Day

Remember you do not always have to travel to school by car.
We will be participating in the National Ride to School Day on
Wednesday 18th March (Week 8). The aim of the day is to
encourage active travel. So if you haven’t rode, walked, skated
or scootered to school before, give it a go. You just might like it!
How many active travellers can we get?

