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Dear families,
Thank you for your support. It has been overwhelmingly positive and your kind words
and messages are most appreciated. We can be extremely grateful that our
community has remained healthy and safe.
At the conclusion of Term 1, a large number of our students were learning at home,
our staffing had undergone some changes and our ways of teaching were modified to
incorporate both at home and at school learning. It was a challenging time, made
easier by strong communication and supportive community relationships.
As one of our parents wrote, I consider us extremely lucky to be part of the Richmond
School and to have such a
dedicated
team
working
together to get us all through
this situation – please pass on
our sincere thanks.
The beginning of this term has
seen more than half of our
students returning to “at
school’ learning and these
numbers are growing. This
means our teaching staff are
combining both at home and at
school learning which has
many complexities.
Please assist us with tracking
our school attendance, whether at school or at home. Any illness or reason for not
completing learning tasks must be communicated to our school staff. Our preferred
way to do this is via class teacher communication or SMS 0437 697 858.
Thank you for supporting us with attendance data, as we see this as a way to support
all our students to be engaged in learning.
Lastly, I must mention the responsibility we all share when adhering to COVID 19
social distancing between adults.
It’s a tricky situation to solve considering the majority of our families use the Surrey
Road entrance/gate at pick up time. We don't all wish to be waiting at the same spot!
Please do not enter our school site if not essential, meaning if your children can
independently leave our school ground without your help please wait outside.
Thank you for those of you who stayed outside of our school gate with me yesterday,
this did alleviate some congestion. To stagger pick up time we will some of our Junior
Primary students ready to leave 5 minutes earlier than others and have asked our IELP
students to get to their transport/parents via the staff car park (with adult
supervision).
If you are collecting very young students, Reception or Year 1 children, from near our
playground area please continue to do so, 1.5 metres spacing.
“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.’ –Benjamin
Franklin
Kind regards,

TERM 2
June
Mon 8th

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

PUPIL FREE DAYS (OSHC AVAILABLE)
Mon 11th May
Fri 4th September- School Closure (Show Day)
Mon 7th September
Fri 30th October
TERM DATES:
Term 2
27th April - Fri July 3 July
Term 3
Mon 20th July - Fri 25th September
Term 4
Mon 12th Oct - Fri 11th December

PUPIL FREE DAYS
APRIL 6 - 9
Much of our time during the Pupil Free Days
prior to Easter were spent as a professional
learning community focusing on;
Learning about and utilising platforms such as
Seesaw, Microsoft Teams and Cisco WebEx to
assist communication and deliver learning
programs.
Making learning manageable, engaging and
successful for our staff and families.
Preparing at home and at school learning to
“mirror each other”.
Combining present practice with our new
online curriculum portal (for teachers and
parents) Our Learning SA
Working with specialist teachers, support staff,
adapting timetables.
Considering wellbeing of students and staff
Creation of appropriate year level hard copies
packs.
Congratulations to Richmond Primary School
staff for practising Learning and Caring, for Life.
MAY 11
Please be reminded our next pre planned Pupil
Free Day is Monday 11th May, Term 2 Week 3.
This will combine both a numeracy and
wellbeing focus and a reflection/projection on
our responsive teaching and learning
programs.

Ella
Honesty

♦

Inclusivity

♦

Courage

♦

Empathy

SPECIAL MESSAGE
A special message from Mrs Blake to all students who are learning
at home
We miss you and all that you contribute to our school each day.
Stay safe, look after your family, and keep learning.
If you are learning from home, you now have additional teachers,
your parents! Your teachers and your parents are now a team.
Please make sure you are doing your best, something all of us
(including you) will be proud of.
This is a wonderful time to share your learning with your family.
There is so much to learn from everyone!

Stavroula

– Home Learning/
Visual Art
Ms Glasper (Year
1/2D - Ms Kelly &
Mr Rob)
Using and
experimenting
with different
materials,
techniques,
technologies and
processes to make
artworks
(ACAVAM107).

Harvey

LOANING OF DEVICES
Please see our office/library staff if you are learning at home and
require the loan of device, either IPad or laptop. We would like to
ensure all of our students can be engaged in their learning and
enjoy success during this time.

SURREY ROAD
Please be reminded, our newly surfaced Surrey Road now has a
continuous white line in the middle, either side of our school
crossing. This means U-turns are not permissible.
Taken from the link below-Motorists are prohibited from travelling
over a solid line to make a U-turn.
https://samotor.raa.com.au/7-common-road-lines-explained
As a school community we have often been concerned about
changes in vehicle direction so close to pedestrians/children.
West Torrens Council members and SAPOL staff will be assisting
our community in the coming weeks to address this new traffic
rule and the current expectation of social distancing. Please make
these necessary adjustments.
LITERACY
Supporting Reading at Home without books
The Big 6 in Reading: Oral Language
‘Oral language provides the foundation for learning to read, and
is related to overall reading achievement throughout primary and
secondary schooling’ (Snow et al, 1998; Wise et al, 2007).
Oral language develops well before a child begins school and is a
key skill in learning to read. When children are surrounded by, and
included in, increasingly complex conversations they:
• expand their vocabulary
• improve and increase the complexity of language structures
they use
• become language risk-takers
• develop confidence in the way they communicate
• clarify thinking and deepen their understanding of their world
• tune into the sounds of standard Australian English language.
What can you do at home to help? Talk!
 Describe items they know and can see (Size, Colour, Use,
Materials it’s made of, Purpose it is used for)
o If that’s too easy, put items in a bag and children
describe what it feels like so others guess what it is.
 Sing new songs, nursery rhymes or talk about the meaning of
ones they already know
 Talk about or explain things in detail, especially when they ask
questions!
 Elaborate their language by adding new information “Did you
know…?” “Have you seen…?”
 Reinforce the language through repetition – different ways to
use the words
 Model self-talk or thinking and build other communication
skills, such as taking turns, eye contact and appropriate social
distance
 Have books? Explore books together
o Help them learn to listen – actively!
o Ask questions and allow ‘thinking’ time to respond
o Following instructions for drawing or movement,
RICHMOND PRIMARY SCHOOL OSHC NEWS
OSHC remains open for BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE in Term 2
OSHC staff continue to implement hygiene and safety measures
e.g. Hand sanitisers and soap dispensers available and regular
cleaning and sanitation.
We have prepared more onsite opportunities for children to
learn and have fun. We are also continuing our Intensive
Chinese language lessons.
11 May 2020, Week 3 Pupil Free Day.
Parents who need our service for their children will not pay fees
until 28 June 2020. We are limited to 30 children per session.
Please see OSHC staff for bookings or email us
on oshcrps@bigpond.com Rose, OSHC Director.

STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER – Glenn Hart
Hello to all our parents and carers. Welcome to Term Two. In this
Newsletter, I’d like to share a short article
by Michelle Garcia Winner and Pamela
Crooke. Both are authors in the field of
children’s social and emotional learning.
The article reflects on the importance of
relationships in the context of the Covid-19
pandemic. Here is the link, if you would like
to explore more of their writing:
https://www.socialthinking.com/Resources

3.

Please feel welcome to contact me at any time. Simply, contact
the office to arrange a suitable time for a meeting or phone call
or email me at: glenn.hart977@schools.sa.edu.au
Five Ways to Become Closer with Social Distancing
by Michelle Garcia Winner and Pamela Crooke
Social distancing does not need to drive us apart. In fact, it
provides us all the more reason to relate to one another in this
ever-changing social world.
All people worldwide, who are tuned in and aware of what’s
happening with the COVID-19 pandemic, are experiencing similar
but somewhat different problems to solve based on how it is
impacting them, their families, and friends. It’s triggering frazzled
emotions as all of us experience our carefully made plans and
visions for our near-future rapidly changing; it’s as if our crystal
ball for imagining what will be happening in the coming weeks just
cracked. We are going through different versions of the same
experience, and that serves as the basis of connection to each
other. It’s happening now—in grocery store lines, gas stations,
and offices –all around our social world.
Here are five points to consider when you feel that social
distancing has forced you into physical isolation in an overly quiet
or an overly crazy household filled with children or adults who are
climbing the walls:
1.

No one has gone through this before. Let’s be somewhat
incompetent together!
My 96-year-old father is “wise” because he’s seen a lot in
his lifetime. However, even he acknowledged this week
that none of us knows how to handle what we are
dealing with right now. Being vulnerable together is a
fast way to strengthening relationships. Let’s relate
through our own experiential incompetence to continue
to build competent, caring relationships!

2.

We, the adults, have to actively work at not feeling
helpless.
Helplessness comes from feeling we have no control; it’s
a default mechanism in our brains. The way to prevent our
brains from defaulting to feeling helpless is to work at
feeling like we have some control. While it is true that we
cannot fully control our future, we can control some
aspects of our future, such as how we plan to keep
ourselves and family members focused on responsibilities
and positive social interactions. To do this, we have to
notice what we have control over, such as our attention
to each other and how much time we spend watching the
news and fretting about the daily intrusion of new
dilemmas versus how much time we spend doing
something that we may want or need to do. Relating to
others helps us to keep from feeling helpless.

4.

5.

Relate in real-time through using socially smart
technologies such as FaceTime, Zoom, Skype, and more,
where you can actually see and speak to others.
Being there for each other in the “here and now,” even if
through a screen or an old-fashioned telephone call, helps
to keep us real. Humans tend to minimize their problems
and maximize their positive traits or opportunities on
social media. There is also a tendency to be blunter,
meaner, and ruder in writing, when people share thoughts
without having to consider others’ perspectives when
communicating online to unknown people out there in the
stratosphere of the Internet. Avoid depending on distant
Internet communications during times when we are being
asked to physically distance ourselves socially. We need
each other in the here and now, even when not at arm’s
length, to share our very real experiences. If you have a
work friend that you talk to every day but never away from
work, now is the time to shift that friendship. The biggest
compliment we give each other is our attention. Most
folks will welcome another person seeking to talk to them.
The more we are willing to share how we honestly feel,
the more people feel they can relate to us and we to them.
This is not your problem to solve alone.
Embedded in the word relationship is the word “relate” –
our ability to relate is the platform through which we do
our best problem solving. By sharing our problems and
hearing how other people solved a similar but different
problem, we are learning different ways to think about
things. By absorbing multiple perspectives, or perspective
taking, we keep our own perspective from spiralling into
catastrophizing, and we may get some new ways to
address our own personal dilemmas. One of the more
“secret” benefits of friendship is that by relating we are
actively learning from each other.
Push positive with your thoughts and feelings.
Our minds are designed to be on the lookout for negative
feelings because these may point us in the direction of
personal or work problems looming on the horizon.
Ironically, while our brains may be good at looking for
problems, our brains don’t do well solving problems when
stuck in a negative mindset. While people are more likely
to make friends complaining and commiserating together,
avoid giving in to negative emotions. Instead, go on a hunt
for “silver linings,” that is, look for the good that may
emerge from a situation or problem. Lean into positive
thinking. The flip switch for shifting from negative
mindsets to a more positive frame of mind is mindfulness.
Keep in mind that any time where we are is right here, and
from here we can push our minds into positive and
calming images. All the challenges that surround us need
to be tackled, but right now I AM SIMPLY HERE and HERE
IS OK.

We are all in this together. Don’t keep that to yourself.
Kind regards
Glenn Hart, Student Wellbeing Leader.
Glenn.Hart977@schools.sa.edu.au

LIBRARY NEWS

The Library is back in action this term and loan limits are back to
the usual. Here is some information for you about library
happenings for this term.









There are a lot of overdue books so it would be appreciated
if they can be returned as soon as possible. Notices will be
sent out later this week.
There is a strange cylinder in the library. Can you guess what
it is? There will be a new clue every week ...
Scholastic Book Club will be online this term.
https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/
This is where you go to order books. The catalogue looks just
like the paper one and it is easy to use. The books will be
delivered to school and distributed as normal. If your children
are not attending school, we will let you know and you can
come and pick them up. Orders will close on Friday 15th
May.
Children's Book Week has always been an exciting time for
our school but due to current restrictions, the Children's
Book Council
has decided to
change Book
Week
from
August
to
October 17th
to 23rd. Watch
out for all the activities around at that time. The theme is
"Curious Creatures, Wild Minds".
National Simultaneous Storytelling is when libraries, schools
and all sorts of places all read the same book at the same
time. This year it will be on Wednesday 27th May at 11.30
am. The book this year is Whitney and Britney Chicken Divas.
Mrs Megaw will be reading it to all Junior Primary classes
from mid-May and we will be doing some activities. On the
day, IELC 3 (Mrs Anthony and Ms Lee's class) will be reading
the book, and hopefully, dressing up for the
official storytelling. Some copies of the book are available
now from the library.

Looking forward to working with you this term.
Hidayah and Joanne

