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WELCOME 
 

Dear families,  
 

It is hard to believe that we are almost half way through the year, and what an 
especially unusual year it has been. Presently it is one of our busiest times, writing, 
reading and printing our Semester 1 reports. Whilst reading these reports, I have felt 
particularly proud of both our students’ commitment to learning and the ever 
present high level of professionalism shown by our teaching staff. A winning 
combination!  
 

We have spent many hours collecting and analysing data, recording observations 
and discussing and moderating work samples to capture an accurate description of 
each students’ progress, effort and achievements. Richmond Primary School’s vision 
is to support our students to become active articulate citizens of the world. I hope 
whilst reading your own child’s report you will keep this vision in mind, and that 
each student is at a various stages of learning at different times of their 
development.  
 

Some recent staffing news has been difficult to keep hidden; Jade Stannard is 
expecting her second child soon. We are pleased that Skylar Warren-Blake is 
available to teach this class in Term 3 and 4. Skylar has worked closely with 
Reception/1 staff, students and programs already this year. We send our best 
wishes to Lisa Kahlbaum, who will be working at Trinity Gardens Primary School as a 
school support officer, during next terms, 3 and 4. We are also very pleased to share 
the news that Stacey Eichenberger will continue as our deputy principal for the 
remainder of this year. Stacey has had many successes and is keen to continue to 
contribute to our community.  
 

This week we have practiced our whole school invacuation and evacuation 
procedures. This is a yearly requirement and enables us to continually improve our 
safety practices. Thank you to all involved, in particular our administration staff who 
have our students’ safety and first aid procedures at such high standard at all times.  
Lastly, next week we welcome the sounds of builders, plumbers and crew as our 
student toilet upgrade commences. We will stagger toilet times prior to breaks to 
help with one double block available in Term 2 Week 10 and Term 3 Week 1. Our 
OSHC school holiday program goers will need to use staff toilets during the break. 
Exciting times ahead, including a restful winter holiday break I hope.  
 

“The potential possibilities of any child are the most intriguing and stimulating in all 
creation.” – Ray L. Wilbur 
 

Kind regards, Ella 
 

ITALIAN WILL BE GRADED EFFORT & ACHIEVEMENT IN 2020 
 

Italian was introduced to our school at the beginning of 2018. This year our Italian 
achievements grades Year 1- 7 will be reporting to the relevant achievement standard 
for all students irrespective of the age of the program provided at Richmond Primary 
School. Italian lessons are enjoyed by many of our students and learning a second (or 
third!) language enables us to develop various mental abilities at all ages. Through 
learning languages, students acquire: communication skills in the language being 
learnt, an intercultural capability, an understanding of the role of language and 
culture in communication, and a capability for reflection on language use and 
language learning. Thank you to our Italian teacher Rob Cherin for his commitment 
and expertise, and for sharing this wonderful language and culture with us. 
 

2020 DIARY DATES 

LET’S BE LITTER FREE 

 

More of our wonderful Litter Busters at work! 

 

Please put your 
rubbish in the bin 
because other people 
have to pick it up. 
Chinmayi and 
Anntressa 
 

Make our school 
beautiful. Ayanna 
 

Please be responsible 
in doing your own job 
and not being 
clumsy.. Dhriti 
 

Please take care of 
our school and throw 
rubbish in the bin, be 
careful when you are 
playing. Aarvi  
 
 

 

Honesty  ♦ Inclusivity ♦ Courage  ♦ Empathy

Learning and Caring for Life 

TERM 2 
Fri 3rd July – Last day of term, 2pm dismissal. 
 
TERM 3 
Tue 21st July - Principal Tour @ 9.15am 
Thu30th July – Aust Mathematics Competition 
Week 5, Starting 17th August – ICAS Science 
Week 6, Starting 24th August – ICAS English 
Week 7, Starting 31st August – ICAS Maths  
 
 
PUPIL FREE DAYS (OSHC AVAILABLE) 
Fri 4th September- School Closure (Show Day) 
Mon 7th September  
Fri 30th October 
 
 

TERM DATES:  
Term 2 27th April - Fri July 3 July 
Term 3 Mon 20th July - Fri 25th September 
Term 4 Mon 12th Oct - Fri 11th December   

https://www.richmondps.sa.edu.au/
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LITERACY 
 

Third aspect of The Big 6 - Phonics 
 

Phonics involves recognising the relationship between letters 
and sounds, sometimes called the ‘alphabetic principle’. For 
example knowing symbols represents a specific sound. 
 

In line with current research we are trialling a ‘systematic 
synthetic phonics’ approach to teaching phonics in the R/1 
classes through a program called Initial Lit. There are many other 
programs available to teach Phonics and generally Richmond 
and IELP classes use Jolly Phonics, however this trial will help us 
see if we can do even better for our beginning readers! 
 

Initial Lit (along with Jolly Phonics) teaches single letters and 
common letter combinations in a discrete, systematic and 
explicit way. The order in which the letters & sounds are taught 
helps students immediately blend them into simple words. The 
first 4 sounds taught in Initial Lit were m s t and a, so within the 
first month students could start working with the sounds for 
words such as at, am, sat, mat, Sam and Tam. This means 
children can immediately practice their new skills, building 
automaticity and confidence and we are seeing great results in 
students’ early reading skills already! 
 

Some words are unable to be ‘sounded out’ as easily, these are 
‘tricky words’ where students have to learn them by sight. 
 

Research also recommends that reading (decoding) skills are 
reinforced as early as possible by having children both listening 
to high quality texts and reading connected text themselves. So 
now that students know quite a few letters & sounds we are 
sending home ‘decodable’ readers that match the sounds they 
know. These books are completely made of words using the 
letters - and tricky words - they know! This is an important part 
of home learning for our beginning readers, and your support is 
definitely needed for a strong start! 
 
 

For more information on Initial Lit or resources on phonics, take 
a look at: 
 

https://multilit.com/programs/initialit/ 
https://jollyeducation.com.au/phonics.html 
https://www.speld-sa.org.au/service/163-speld-sa-phonic-
books-set-1.html 
 
 

Yours in learning, Stacey Eichenberger 
 

YEAR 7 TO HIGHSCHOOL UPDATE 
 

As you may know, year 7 is moving to high school in 2022. This 
means that if your child is in year 5 or 6 this year, they will 
graduate from primary school next year. Having two year levels 
graduate at the same time is a unique situation and we want to 
assure you that our students will experience a positive and 
successful transition from primary to high school.  
To ensure the experience is memorable, we are considering how 
leadership opportunities, seniors’ jumpers, graduation 
ceremonies and participation in activities that were historically 
'year 7' events will include year 6 students. We will provide you 
with further information about our plans as they arise. Please feel 
free to offer your own suggestions via 
dl.0381.info@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER – Glenn Hart 
 

It is report time once again. How should I 
respond to my child’s report? What should I 
focus on? What is really important?  
Here are some small gems from an article from 
the Key to Kids website, the full article can be 
accessed from this link: 

https://keytokids.com.au/3-things-to-consider-when-reading-
your-childs-report-card/ 
 

Don’t get wrapped-up in the hard cold marks…their effort and 
general commitment to tasks is the most important thing. 
Avoid making comparisons. Much of a child’s self-esteem can be 
tied up with their siblings or friends. It can be difficult to avoid this 
when you have two (or more) report cards side-by-side. 
Remember to keep the focus on effort and individual 
achievement – and use descriptive praise. Don’t take sides or 
praise one more than the other - celebrate uniqueness and 
respect their differences. 
 

Do not underestimate the achievement of a ‘C’ – age related 
standards are being met.  That’s a celebration! 
A report card is not a defining factor of our child’s success in life 
– it’s just a little picture of ‘now’. And ‘now’ looks different for us 
all. 
 

Kind Regards  
Glenn Hart – glenn.hart977@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

IELP CONNECTION  
 

When teaching your child to read, modelling the correct 
consonant and vowel sound is critical. You may find the linked 
video below useful as it shows how to pronounce the 44 
phonemes (sounds) in the English alphabet with clear mouth 
formation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBuA589kfMg 

 

KURRALTA PARK COMMUNITY KINDERGARTEN 

 

 
 
 

Kurralta Park Community Kindergarten is taking registration of 
interests for preschool 2021. Visit the website for more 
information. www.preschools.sa.gov.au/kurralta-park-
community-kindergarten 
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ICAS SCIENCE, ENGLISH, MATHS 
 

In 2020 our school will take part in ICAS, a comprehensive skills-
based assessment (Year 3 to 7) designed to recognise and reward 
academic excellence.  
The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant year 
and assess higher order thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and 
thorough level of learning. 
ICAS tests (Science, English and Mathematics) will be held in an 
online format, administered at school, in August and September. 
(Term 3, Week 5, 6, 7)  
Science, week starting 17th Aug 
English, week starting 24th Aug 
Maths, week starting 31st Aug 
 
Each test has an admission/administration cost of $15.95. (this 
cost is significantly higher than previous tests/years)  
These tests can be used to measure the depth of student’s 
knowledge if they are doing well in a particular subject area and 
are not compulsory. You may wish to speak to your child’s class 
teacher to discuss whether these tests would be suitable for your 
child at this stage.  
 
Our front office staff will have ICAS permission/consent forms 
available on request. Any permission forms received after 31st July 
will not be processed.  
For more information you may wish to access;  
 
www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/assessments 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Thank you to our most generous Governing Council members 
who have recently financed the new library shelving ! 
 

 The children have enjoyed the easy access to the picture books 
and the rearrangement has made the library more open. Come 
and check it out soon. 

COVID19 - UPDATE 
 

We continue to follow most current Australian government 
advice for parents and schools 
www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-
19-information-for-schools-and-early-childhood-centres 
Over the previous few weeks, student learning focusing on 
Reconciliation Week and our music programs have been shared 
in each classroom by placing videos and photos on our intranet. 
One of our Reconciliation videos was posted on DfE Facebook 
page (state-wide recognition) 
https://www.facebook.com/edu.sagov/   
In line with government restrictions, from Monday 29 June, the 
following activities can resume providing government health 
advice and physical distancing requirements are strictly 
followed: 
Parents and volunteers may again enter school grounds. School 
assemblies, camps and excursions, school choirs and bands are 
now permitted.   
It continues to be important that; 

 Students and staff stay home if they are unwell. 

 Physical contact (even between students) must be 
limited. Non-physical greetings should be encouraged. 

 The general public should not access school 
playgrounds or play equipment.  

 Parents must continue to physical distance, including at 
school pick up and drop off. 

Please adhere to COVID health and safety practices at this time 
to ensure all of our community stay safe.  
 

PYJAMA DAY – FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2020 

 

FAMILY MOVIE INFORMATION FOR THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

 

Finding it hard to pick an enjoyable film  
That’s also suitable for the whole family?  
 

Then check out ACCM’s website for the latest 
guides to family movies  available via Disney+, 
Netflix, Stan and SBS On Demand, plus access 
1000+ reviews developed over the past 18 
years at Know Before You Go 
 

https://childrenandmedia.org.au/ 
 

Australian Council on Children and the Media 
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LEARNING ITALIAN WITH MR MIELS CLASS  – YEAR 4/5 
 
 
 

 

Did you know the history of Margherita Pizza? 

Pizzeria Brandi created a pizza resembling the 
colours of the Italian flag, red (tomato), white 
(mozzarella) and green (basil). They named it 
after the Queen - Pizza Margherita. 
By Prisha 

 
 

 
                             

What does gelato mean to 
Italy? By Samik 

By the 19th century everybody 
started to scream for ice 
cream, so in Italy gelato then 
began to become the much 
loved Italian dessert we know 
today!   

 
 

Who is the first Italian  Women to go to Space? By Arohi 
Samantha Cristoforetti is 43 years old and is the first Italian 
women to go to space. She was also a former air force pilot 
and engineer. Samantha was born on the 26.4.1977. She 
has a daughter called Kelsey Amal Ferra. 
 

 

 

 

The Italian Wolf - By Tama 

The Italian wolf, also known as the Apennine wolf, is a subspecies 
of grey wolf native to the Italian Peninsula. It inhabits the 
Apennine Mountains and the Western Alps, though it is 
undergoing expansion towards the north and east  

 

 
Please see snippets of research projects, via inquiry based learning, completed by Mr Miel’s 

class, during lessons with Mr Rob. Their learning was to discover and present information 
about the Italian culture. To be successful each student conducted their own research, based 

on their personal interest, and shared their learning with each other. 
 

file:///C:/Users/Ella/Desktop/Arohi%20Incredible%20Italians.pptx


 



 


