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WELCOME 
 

Dear families,  
 

Welcome back to school for Term 3. I trust you were able to enjoy some time as a 
family and kept warm. Winter holidays are often the perfect time to hide away with a 
few good books. Allow me to share one I truly enjoyed reading recently, Richmond 
Primary School 100 Years of Learning and Caring, by Pam Callaghan.  
 

Our school has a proud history spanning 122 years and much has transpired; two 
world wars, flooding, fire, many changes in curriculum/technology, currency, teaching 
methods (with and without the cane!), welcoming refugees and migrants, hosted 
programs, and the ever changing South Road ( the school was on both sides at one 
stage).  
 

In contrast, some things seem much the same. An excerpt from almost 100 years ago,  
1927; The Inspector described in glowing terms the efficient organisation of the school, 
its energetic staff and their effective teaching methods...friendly cooperation between 
teachers and children, a state of affairs which is due not only to the humane treatment 
meted out to the children but also the hearty cooperation given by parents. Bright 
faces, kindly greetings and polite manners are meet on every hand and a fine working 
spirit is apparent.  
 

An historical connection may also be made to the serious impact of measles, 
whooping cough, diphtheria and poliomyelitis epidemics to our current day COVID19 
conditions and once again I remind our community of the importance to adhere to 
restrictions and to stay safe.  
 

This term we welcome Jo 
Chapman as our pastoral care 
worker and look forward to 
all that Jo will contribute to 
our community in the future.  
Over this week, there has 
been much excitement about 
our student toilets, upgraded 
from the initial construction 
in 1980. One block has now 
been completed and one 
block will be completed 
Week 2 or 3 this term. We 
look forward to “toilet 
normality” soon! 
 

“The past is behind, learn 
from it. The future is ahead, 
prepare for it. The present is 
here, live it.” Thomas S. 
Monson 
 

Kind regards, 
 

 Ella 
 
 

 

2020 DIARY DATES 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

Physical distancing and room density 
requirements remain at the forefront of our 
thinking. 
 

With this in mind, we have modified previously 
planned Term 3 whole school activities.  
 

This week our staff discussed whole school 
assemblies and VIP/Open Days and how to 
manage these without compromising the 
health and safety of all involved.  
 

It was decided to cancel these events as 
ensuring room density requirements and 
physical distancing for adults would not be a 
manageable task and would detract from the 
true purpose of such events, sharing our 
learning with others.  
 

We will maintain smaller assemblies, such as 
Reception to Year 2 and Year 3- 7 and we will 
increase our contributions to SeeSaw to help 
continue our strong community relationships. 
 

Thank you for your understanding and ongoing 
support. Please refer to additional COVID 
updates in this newsletter.  
 
 
 
 

 

Honesty  ♦ Inclusivity ♦ Courage  ♦ Empathy

Learning and Caring for Life 

TERM 3 
Thu 30th July – Aust. Maths Competition 
Mon 10th August – Governing Council Meeting 
Fri 14 August – Reception to Yr-2 Assembly 
Week 5, Starting 17th August – ICAS Science 
Thu 20th August – Principal Tour  
Week 6, Starting 24th August – ICAS English 
Fri 28 August –Yr. 3 –Yr.7 Assembly 
Week 7, Starting 31st August – ICAS Maths  
Fri 11 September - Reception to Yr. 2 Assembly 
Fri 25 September – Last day of term 3 
 
TERM 4 
Thu 15th October – School Photographs 
 
PUPIL FREE DAYS (OSHC AVAILABLE) 
Fri 4th September- School Closure (Show Day) 
Mon 7th September- Pupil Free Day  
Fri 30th October-Pupil Free Day 

https://www.richmondps.sa.edu.au/
mailto:dl.0381.info@schools.sa.edu.au


LITERACY 
 

Term 3 week 1 newsletter – Literacy 
As we know learning English can be complex! Speaking is one 
thing but reading another. As touched on in past newsletters 
there are many pre reading skills students need to support their 
ability to learn to read. (See newsletters in Term 2 weeks 3 & 5 
for more information on the above).  
 

Studies have shown that even students in middle and upper 
primary years sometimes do not have key skills which impacts 
their ability to read. This of course can cause disruption to their 
reading progress. The skills of hearing, seeing, sounding and 
decoding to read is key and developing this as best possible in 
the Junior years is critical for reading success. 
 

Having briefly touched on Synthetic Phonics & decoding in last 
term’s final newsletter, I wanted to highlight 2 ways students 
learn to read (Analytically and Synthetically), and what is 
considered best practice.  
 

In simple terms, Analytic phonics teaches students to use clues 
to read, such as initial letters, context in the sentence or pictures 
to guess the word. Supported by memorising ‘tricky’ words 
generally 70% of learners are able to learn to read this way. This 
approach however promotes guessing and memorising as main 
reading skills. What about when they see a new word? What 
about the other 30% of learners who can’t learn well this way? 
 

Use best practice: A Synthetic Phonics approach (see last 
newsletter piece on decoding) supports all students. Only 4% of 
words are unable to be decoded, so there are less words to 
memorise and by teaching students the skills to decode (using 
the sounds they know, see & hear to read) they can access more 
words independently. Blending sounds together to decode a 
word is a critical reading skill. Check out “Blending As You Read” 
example from Marnie Ginsberg on Vimeo at 
https://vimeo.com/149971635 
 

Alternatively for a grid comparing Analytic and Synthetic Phonics 
see https://www.phonicshero.com/synthetic-analytic-phonics/ 
 

Yours in learning, Stacey Eichenberger 
 

INTENSIVE ENGLISH LEARNING PROGRAM (IELP) UPDATE 
 

As a result of the COVID-19 
restrictions on international 
arrivals to Australia, we 
expect a significant decline in 
enrolments in the Intensive 
English Language Program 
(IELP) over the coming 
months.  

 

If international borders remain closed, our classes will have a 
significant reduction in student numbers as there may be 
students exiting the program but not entering.  
 

We acknowledge that this may be a difficult time for some of our 
staff members and will be doing our best to support their well-
being. A plan outlining the redeployment of permanent IELP staff 
in COVID 19 times is being developed. 
 

The EALD Advice and Support team in Strategic Design will 
provide guidance around the roles of re-aligning teachers in IELP 
if necessary. Meetings with all stakeholders continue to take place 
to address concerns and shape future changes. 
 

We will provide an update to this unique situation when possible. 
Thank you!  

RICHMOND PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT SURVEY 2020 
 

Each year we invite our parent community to take part in a 
survey to assist us with continuous improvement.  
RPS online survey should take 5- 10 minutes. We highly value 
your feedback. Please access; 
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/seN5Dm7c to contribute 
your own opinions and thoughts. 
 

WELCOME JO CHAPMAN 
 

Hi Everyone! I’m Jo Chapman and I’m 
excited to be the new Pastoral Care 
Worker here at Richmond. In a 
nutshell, my role can be described as 
supporting students, staff and 
families. I have over 5 years’ 
experience working with children, 
youth and families and love being a 
part of a School Community. Here 
are three facts about me:  

 

1. I often wear a bow, bandana or hat so am easily 
recognisable.   
 

2. I love coffee.  
 

3. I am 30 years old, although most of the time I feel like a big 
kid. 
 

If you see me - please say hello! Looking forward to getting to 
know you all and finding my place in this lovely school. 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Scholastic Book Club is now open. It is online orders only and 
orders close on August 5th. If you have missed out on a catalogue 
or have lost it, please see us in the library for another one. 
 

Children’s Book Week has been postponed until October due to 
the corona virus. The Library has 
purchased some of the books that have 
been nominated for awards this year. Mrs 
Megaw will be reading some of them to 
classes during library time later this term. 

The Library is open in the mornings and after school as well as 
during the school day. Everyone is welcome to come and look at 
our books. (It is nice and warm in here!) 
 

WHAT IS IN THE TME CAPSULE? 
 

Have you seen the Time Capsule in the Library? It was buried over 
20 years ago. Can you guess what is in it?  All students are invited 
to draw a picture or write about what they think is in the Time 
Capsule. Books? Student work? School uniform?  
 

 When you have finished, give your predictions to Mrs Megaw to 
display in the Library. 
 

 The Time Capsule is being opened in Week 5.  
 

NEW WAY TO MAKE SCHOOL PAYMENTS 
 

Recently staff and Governing Council members 
endorsed an easier way for our community to make 
school payments. This new system is called Qkr!  

 

We have introduced this app service as an easy and efficient way 
to make any school payments.  
 

Please refer to the fact sheet included in this newsletter. Our 
finance office will be happy to assist you if needed.  
 

https://vimeo.com/149971635
https://www.phonicshero.com/synthetic-analytic-phonics/
https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/seN5Dm7c


STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER – Glenn Hart 
 

Grow Wellbeing Service at Richmond Primary School 
Grow Wellbeing is an early intervention Mental 
Health Wellbeing service committed to supporting 
children and families in the development of positive 
mental health. It was created with the broad goal of 

integrating mental health clinicians into school communities to 
work as part of the school wellbeing team for the long term. 
We (the staff at Richmond Primary School) are pleased to inform 
you that we are now utilising this service at our school.  
The team of professionals that work for Grow Wellbeing comprise 
of Psychologists, Mental Health Social Workers and Mental Health 
Occupational Therapists. All Grow Wellbeing staff have been 
specially trained to work with children. They also have the 
necessary qualifications and checks to work within schools, they 
are all fully registered with their professional bodies and satisfy 
the requirements of Medicare to become a provider under the 
Better Access to Mental Health and NDIS.  
If you feel that your child would benefit from professional mental 
health support, this service may suit your needs. It is completely 
funded through Medicare and NDIS. A Mental Health Care Plan 
from a GP is required. 
Please speak with or email Glenn Hart (Student Wellbeing Leader) 
if you have any questions or would like further information about 
this service. Parent information and consent forms can be 
obtained by speaking to Glenn or your child’s teacher. If you 
require any support to complete the required paperwork please 
let Glenn know, he is very willing and prepared to provide support 
with this process. 
Further information about Grow Wellbeing can also be accessed 
from their website www.growwellbeing  
 

Student Action Team News 
Each term the Student Action Team (SAT) are organising different 
recess and lunchtime activities to provide interesting and 
alternative options for students to participate in at break times. 
At our last student action team meeting they worked together on 
the following newsletter articles to share their successes with 
you. 
 

Games Club - 
By Amullya 
Last term, Angel and I started a game club. We invited Mr. Rob’s 
and Ms. Tina’s class to join us on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 
recess time in Ms. Anna’s room. We taught the participating 
students two new games that were enjoyable and promoted 
sportsmanship, over a 4-week period, ending with the classical, 
all-time favourite UNO to conclude Term 2. The Games Club was 
a great success and loved by the year 3 class. Here are some of 
their thoughts: 
“The games club is fun, and you can play with your friends.” 
Naomi       
“It’s really fun!” Shreyansh 
“The games club is very good, and I wish it happens more often.”  
Fletcher 
“The games club is fun, and we get to play lots of games.” Melvin 
 

Handball Tournament 
By James 
Recently, Sandro and I have been holding a Handball Tournament 
every Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at lunchtime, where 
students can play handball in a competitive 1v1 style. Students 
can also use this opportunity to make new friends and play against 
people they have never met before! We have just finished the 
year 5 competition and the winner of that was Viraj. Next we have 

the Year 6’s. You are welcome to come and watch if you would 
like! 
 

Origami Club 
By AJ 
The Origami Club started in Week 6, Term 2 by AJ and Chit. We 
invited Mrs. Penny’s class and got 10 participants. Some of the 
origami we created was the origami crane, origami boat, origami 
chatter box, origami hen, and the origami water bomb.  
 

Kind Regards  
 

Glenn Hart – glenn.hart977@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

ICAS SCIENCE, ENGLISH, MATHS 
 

In 2020 our school will take part in ICAS, a comprehensive skills-
based assessment (Year 3 to 7) designed to recognise and reward 
academic excellence.  
 

The assessments are based on the curricula for the relevant year 
and assess higher order thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated, and 
thorough level of learning. 
ICAS tests (Science, English and Mathematics) will be held in an 
online format, administered at school, in August and September. 
(Term 3, Week 5, 6, 7)  
Science, week starting 17th Aug 
English, week starting 24th Aug 
Maths, week starting 31st Aug 
 

Each test has an admission/administration cost of $15.95. (this 
cost is significantly higher than previous tests/years)  
 

These tests can be used to measure the depth of student’s 
knowledge if they are doing well in a particular subject area and 
are not compulsory. You may wish to speak to your child’s class 
teacher to discuss whether these tests would be suitable for your 
child at this stage.  
 

Our front office staff will have ICAS permission/consent forms 
available on request. Any permission forms received after 31st July 
will not be processed.  
For more information you may wish to access;  
www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/assessments 
 

THE RETURN OF THE RICHMOND ROCKETS 
 

Well played Richmond PS basketball players, this week’s game 
was filled with memorable moments 
 

Great to see our players and coach back on the court! Brad, Noel, 
Noah, Rasheed, Fletcher, Banjo, Tyler, Callum, Ronin, Jevi and 
Aidan. Best of luck for your next game.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.growwellbeing/
http://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/assessments


COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

As the situation with COVID-19 evolves, SA school sites continue 
planning and operating in accordance with advice from SA 
Health to support the safety and wellbeing of staff, students and 
the broader community. 
 

From the beginning of term 3, the following activities can go 
ahead as long as SA Health advice (physical distancing and room 
density requirements) are strictly followed by all adults: 

 Parents, volunteers, departmental support and other 
service providers can enter school grounds. All external 
service providers and volunteers must complete the 
COVID-19 site access form on entry 

 school assemblies 

 class photos 

 intrastate camps and excursions   

 school sport competitions, sports days 

 inter-school choirs, bands and other performing art 
activities 

Requirements that remain in place 

 It’s important that students and staff stay home if they 
are unwell. 

 Physical contact must be limited. Non-physical 
greetings should be encouraged. 

 The general public should not access school 
playgrounds or play equipment. 

 Parents must maintain 1.5m physical distance, between 
themselves and other adults (parents and teachers) at 
all times, including at school pick up and drop off. 
 

Travel restrictions 
It's important that we follow all state and federal advice about 
border and travel restrictions. These are available on: 

 State Government COVID-19 travel restrictions 

 Smart Traveller. 
 

Cleaning, hygiene products and supplies 
Cleaning services have increased and are being maintained at all 
schools. 
 

Preventing illness 
Personal hygiene and the hygiene standards in our schools are 
critical to reducing the risk of infection. 
All children and staff must be encouraged to: 

 wash their hands regularly, particularly after using the 
toilet and before eating 

 avoid spreading infections to others by staying home if 
they are unwell 

 cover a cough or sneeze with a tissue. 
 

Government advice for parents and schools 
Visit www.sa.gov.au/covid-19 for the most up to date 
information from South Australian government agencies about 
COVID-19. 
Parents seeking more information are encouraged to call the SA 
COVID-19 Information Line on 1800 253 787. This offers local 
information and advice on general COVID-19 information for 
South Australians, 8am to 8pm 7 days per week or access public 
webpage about advice for COVID-19. 
 
 
 
 
 

RICHMOND PRIMARY SCHOOL, RECEPTION 2021 ENROLMENTS 
 

NOW ACCEPTING ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS FOR 2021 
 

Do you have a child due to commence school in 2021? 
 

Richmond Primary School accept children who reside nearest to 
our school, not any other government school. 
 

If you follow the link below: 
 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/search/Find%20a%20school 
on the Department for Education SA website, you can type in your 
address and your closest school will be identified. 
 

Our planning for 2021 enrolments and staffing has commenced.  
If you are intending to enrol your child at Richmond Primary 
School, please contact us at your earliest convenience to register. 
 
We have a Principal Tour on Thursday 20th August at 9.15 am.  
Please RSVP by telephone 8293 1863 or email 
dl.0381_info@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

RICHMOND PRIMARY SCHOOL OLD SCHOLARS 
 

We are presently living the next chapter of Richmond Primary 
School’s story.  In preparation for our 125-year celebrations in 
2023, we are calling out for RPS Old Scholars who are willing to 
continue documenting from 1998 to present day.  
Please contact the school if you would like to register your 
interest or know of someone who would like to contribute via 
dl.0381.info@schools.sa.edu.au or 8293 1863 
 

 

SCHOOL DAY ABSENT/LATE/EARLY DEPARTURES 
 

Class time commences at 8.50am daily and it is important that 
children are present for the organisational part of the day i.e. 
lunch orders, money collection, and marking of the attendance 
roll.  Students may arrive at school from 8.30am. when staff 
supervision of children commences.   
 

Please SMS 0437 697 858 to notify the school if your child is 
absent.  You may wish to save this number to your contacts.  If 
the school does not receive notification, an SMS to the family 
mobile phone will be sent asking for an explanation. 
 

Students who arrive after the 8.50am bell require an adult to sign 
them into the Front Office to collect a ‘Late Arrival Slip’.  If the 
student presents without an adult, a record is created as 
‘Unexplained Late’. 
 

Should your child need to depart early from school (i.e. urgent 
appointment etc), the parent needs to collect an ‘Early Departure’ 
Slip from the Front Office before collecting the child. 
 

The school day concludes at 3pm and students are expected to be 
collected at this time.   Children who are not collected by 3.15pm 
will be sent to OSHC and charged accordingly.   
 

We thank you for your cooperation in ensuring our children are 
safe and accounted for during school hours at Richmond Primary 
School. 
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