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WELCOME 
 

Dear families,  
How are we all feeling I wonder? The 
unpredictable nature of recent events has 
unsettled many of us, myself included. It 
really has tested our adaptability 
quotient! Fortunately, I have seen some 
of the very best qualities at play in our 
community and we have all had the same 
focus, the safety and wellbeing for our 
students/children and community.  
Thank you everyone!  
 

This week we have limited many activities 
such as non-essential visitors/service providers and excursions and we have asked 
parents to minimise access to our school grounds. We must adhere to current COVID 
restrictions, and look forward reinstating some events/activities soon. This will be 
communicated as needed. We appreciate your support and flexibility as always.  
 

Our concert preparations continue…the show must go on! Details of how to view each 
class performance will be shared via skoolbag in the coming weeks. Thank you to our 
teachers, students and our filmmaker, Ryan Abbas for helping to make this happen.  
 

Our current focus has been reporting procedures and 2021 preparations. As our 
school enrolment numbers continue to grow, we plan for 15 mainstream classes and 
2 IELP classes to begin the year. 2021 heralds the final year of primary schooling for 
Year 6 and Year 7 students and to cater for this there will be 3 Year 6/7 classes. Our 
class sizes will have lower numbers of students than previous years and we will 
continue to enact our school improvement plan, focusing on developing all students’ 
learning outcomes in terms of reading, writing and numeracy.  
 

Lastly, I take this opportunity to farewell and thank 
our Deputy Principal, Stacey Eichenberger. Stacey 
has led both STEM and Literacy at Richmond PS for 
the past 2 years. She has been a dynamic part of 
our leadership team, value adding to strategic 
thinking and formative assessment practices.  This 
year she has been heavily involved in assuring best 
practices in Literacy in regard to Junior Primary 
reading and Primary writing. Our students say, Ms 
E is generous, kind and good-fussy. She has helped 
us with our problems and improved our learning.  
 

In 2021 Thuy Pham’s role will be RPS Deputy 
Principal. I look forward to being able to share 

more staffing news with you within the next fortnight.  
 
 

“Embrace uncertainty. Some of the most beautiful chapters in our lives won’t have a 
title until much later.” — Bob Goff 
 

Kind regards, Ella 
 

DIARY DATES 

 

MATERIAL AND SERVICES FEE (M & S) 2021  
 

Thank you to all of our families who returned 
their M and S voting slips recently. GC 
members counted these slips last week and the 
outcome was that the majority of our parents 
support the proposed fee of $340 M and S Fee 
for 2021.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS SAMIK 
 

Samik, Year 4, 
has once 
again gained 

special 
recognition 

for his skills 
and abilities 
in maths. In 
2020 Samik 
achieved the 
highest score 
in SA/NT at 
his year level.  
 

How do you do feel about winning an ICAS 
medal?  
I feel really proud of myself for receiving this 
medal 
 

What do you love about maths? 
I really like how there are endless possibilities 
for answers and how it is always a fun 
challenge 
What’s your advice for students?  
Keep on studying, so you can gain knowledge 
and get a good result. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Honesty  ♦ Inclusivity ♦ Courage  ♦ Empathy

Learning and Caring for Life 

TERM 4 
DECEMBER: 
Tues 1st ’21 Receptions Transition Visit 2 
Fri 4th Year 2/3 Art Gallery Excursion 
Tues 8th ’21 Receptions Transition Visit 3 
Thu 10th Yr. 7 Graduation - 5.45pm 
Fri 11th End Term 4 - Early dismissal 2pm. 
 
2021 
JANUARY:  Wed 27th Term 1 commences 

https://www.richmondps.sa.edu.au/
mailto:dl.0381.info@schools.sa.edu.au


STUDENT WELLBEING LEADER – Glenn Hart 
 

 

In week five of term one I wrote a newsletter 
article titled: Technology, Screen Time and 
Staying Safe Online. In that article I shared 
some of the resources that are available 
through the government’s e-safety 
commissioner’s website: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents  
 

Whilst cyber-safety is a part of the 
content of the Keeping Safe Child 
Protection Curriculum that is taught at 
school, there is always much that 
parents can do to ensure on-line 
safety and responsibility.  One very 

valuable Australian website is the Carly Ryan Foundation 
website: https://carlyryanfoundation.com/  
 

The Carly Ryan Foundation is a certified online safety program 
provider under the Office of the e-safety Commissioner and 
delivers online safety and healthy relationship seminars to 
students and parents. The organisation also provides a range 
of services and support in the areas of internet safety and 
crime, cyberbullying, connection to resources and counselling 
and contributing to law and policy reform. The foundation is 
also involved in political advocacy work which included the 
introduction of ‘Carly’s Law’ into the Commonwealth Criminal 
Code. This law makes it an offence for an adult to lie about 
their age online or pretend to be someone they're not, to a 
child, and then attempt to meet that child. 
 

On this website you will find: 

 Free downloadable fact sheets on apps – You can 

use these to simply learn more about an app your 

child wants to use or is using and also to determine 

if you deem the app to be suitable for your child. 

The fact sheets give you information about potential 

risks that you are unlikely to find out about from the 

app developers.  

 A guide to settings for apps and devices – You can 

use this to help your child adjust settings on their 

device and within apps. 

 A checklist for your child’s new device – You can use 

this to ensure your child’s device is set up safely 

from the beginning and into the future. 

 An online safety contract – You can use this as is or 

modify it to suit your needs and concerns. 

 There are also links to additional websites and 

supports for example:  
 

 
 

 
Kind Regards  
Glenn Hart – glenn.hart977@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
 

LITERACY 
 

Learning to Read and Write. 
 

Richmond Primary staff work hard to ensure students engage 
in high quality literacy programs to develop reading and 
writing skills. Reading uses skills and knowledge to understand 
or receive meaning, whilst writing uses skills and knowledge to 
express or produce meaning).  
 

These skills are inextricably linked so staff explicitly teach 
reading skills and collaboratively plan for writing, including 
intentional reading materials that are developmentally 
appropriate and skills focussed. This planning integrates 
Science, HASS or Geography, so designing Literacy learning is 
quite a craft. At Richmond PS teachers have this craft very well 
developed. 
 

Teaching students to read and write is no easy feat. But 
children are amazing learners, who benefit best from learning 
skills and using these skills to solve ‘problem’ (words) rather 
than memorising a word as a whole. Writing develops over 
time and staff here are a very particular and responsive to 
targeted teaching of reading and writing. In 2021 the learning 
for staff and students continues. The whole school will 
continue to focus on improving reading and writing for all 
learners. 
 

Want to know more? A Simple View of Reading can best be 
explained visually.  

 
 

For more information see the school’s website for the PDF 
document Integrating the Big 6 of Reading. 
 

Yours in Learning, Stacey Eichenberger 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 

It is getting close to the end of 
the year so we are very busy in 
the library doing stocktake 
and chasing up overdue 
books.  Thank you to everyone 
who has returned their 
overdue books already.  All 
books are due back on Friday 
4th December. There will be 

no borrowing over the holidays. 
 

Many of the children have had a "hand" in making our lovely 
Christmas tree on the library wall.  This shows how we can all 
work together and something wonderful can happen. 
 

Best Wishes to everyone for Christmas and the New Year and 
happy holidays! 
 

Joanne and Hidayah 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
https://carlyryanfoundation.com/
mailto:glenn.hart977@schools.sa.edu.au


COMPOSITE CLASS STRUCTURE 
 

The following is written to help parents understand a 
composite class structures. 

 

A composite classroom is one which children from two year 
levels are combined within one class. This is common practice 
in many schools around the world. They define classes in which 
students of varying ages, abilities, or interests might be 
grouped together. Extensive research shows it makes no 
difference to performance whether students are in a straight 
or a multi-age class. Furthermore, it is the teacher and their 
relationship with the students that plays a key role and is 
significant in the development of students. 
 
Despite favourable research regarding student cognitive and 
social growth in composite classrooms, negative perceptions 
persist, particularly among parents. Many fear their children 
will be unable to keep up with work; will have fewer 
friendships; that younger children will be overlooked or that 
older children will not be sufficiently challenged; that children 
with learning difficulties will suffer more anxiety; or that the 
curriculum for each year level will be inadequately covered. 
According to experts, education is about more than academic 
achievement and age is not an accurate predictor of a child's 
development. Wide-ranging student abilities exist in children 
of the same age, and not just in composite classes.  Multiple 
studies conclude it makes no difference to performance 
whether students are in a straight or a multi-age class. Experts 
agree the most important factor in determining how well a 
student does is the quality of the teacher. 
 
Composite education is backed up by the theory of teaching 
by ‘stages, not ages’. Students are able to work to their own 
developmental level, rather than grade expectations. 
Composite classes have become a common feature in many 
urban Australian schools, almost half of all state primary 
students are taught in composite grades. This theory that 
children should be taught ‘by stages, not ages’ points out that 
in life, age stratification does not exist. As it has been 
established, the age of a student does not define the learning 
outcomes. What does play a significant role in the positive 
outcomes is more dependent upon quality teaching than 
anything else. The quality of teaching, combined with student 
interest and engagement, are considered more important 
than class structure, whatever form it may take. Research, 
which has been predominantly conducted in primary schools, 
suggests there is no visible difference between composite and 
straight grade classrooms in terms of academic performance.  
 
Here are some key benefits of composite classes: 

 Older students are able to practice and reinforce 
their own skills as they teach them to younger 
students as mentors and experts. 

 Older students provide a model of appropriate 
behaviour for the younger students – this also means 
less behavioural problems in the classroom because 
younger students integrate quickly into established 
class routines as modelled by the older students. 

 Younger students are able to seek help from a wider 
range of people rather than relying on the teacher to 
help them all the time. 

 Changing the focus of learning from achieving a 
certain ‘grade’ to individual personal best alters the 
nature of the learning experience to lead children to 
value learning and the learning process. 

 Students develop a greater respect for individual 
differences across the board. 

 

Where needed, composite classes will be the chosen 
structure. This is primarily in response to the problem of 
uneven grade enrolments; for example, when there are 
too many students to form one ‘straight’ grade but not 
enough to form two. Combining students in this way is an 
appropriate solution that not only allows us to ensure 
more consistent class sizes, but also enables us to address 
gender balance issues within each class and maximise 
school and teacher funding and resources. From year to 
year the class structures will differ to cater for the needs 
of individuals in the best possible way, so therefore 
became our preferred structure.  
 
Schools should be providing a ‘differentiated’ curriculum: 
one that caters to all children as individuals, according to 
their needs.  Teachers manage workloads for a range of 
ages and abilities in any given class, not just composite 
classes. There will always be a mix of ages and abilities 
whether it is a straight or composite class.   
 
We have extremely dedicated teachers who foster 
positive relationships with our students and we are 
confident this in turn will develop good learners. Research 
shows that constructive teacher student relationships 
have a positive impact on students’ academic results.  
Whatever choices we make in relation to grade structure 
will most definitely have the students and their learning 
needs at the forefront of the decision making process. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Years 5/6 students in Ms. T’s class have struck again with a third Typing Tournament victory under their belt of many 
talents. Like previous championships, it wasn’t easy, with many other classrooms around the world competing, we knew 
we had to overcome the hardships.  
 
With speeds of up to 50 wpm and relentless typing and the help of our keyboards we finally earnt our crown. After typing 
91,178 words, we came out on top at the end of the week-long battle. Thank you, Typing Tournament, for giving us the 
opportunity to compete in this fun yet suspenseful challenge! 
 
By Deeksha and Sarah from 5/6C. 

 
 


